[Liver resection using the harmonic scalpel].
The authors present their initial experience with the use of a harmonious scalpel in resections of the liver. The harmonious scalpel was used as part of the resection technique in 24 patients operated in 1999. Indication for surgery was in five patients benign liver disease (inborn cysts, nodular hyperplasia, haemangioma, hepatocellular adenoma) and in 19 malignant disease (hepatocellular carcinoma and secondaries). Anatomical resection of the liver was performed in 15 patients and in 9 patients a wedge-shaped resection. During resection a combined technique with a harmonious scalpel was used (with coagulation scissors). As to postoperative complications two patients developed cholascos. According to the authors' experience introduction of a harmonious scalpel into the technique of liver resection is the method of choice in particular in non-anatomical resections because of the better control of haemorrhage and safer isolation of bile ducts and blood vessels.